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PREFACE 

The 2023-2024 Fact Book of The American University of Rome is designed to provide reliable 
and consistent information about the University and its students. Information from this and prior 
editions is a convenient reference for answering the most frequently asked questions about the 
AUR. 
 
Section 1 contains general information about the University. Section 2 lists the administration, the 
Board of Trustees, program directors and includes the university’s organizational chart. Section 3 
contains information on student enrollment, demographics as well as retention and graduation 
rates. Information relating to degrees is provided in Section 4. Faculty profile is included in Section 
5, and staff demographics in Section 6. The Fact Book also contains information on Development, 
Financial Information, Campus Facilities, Library and IT Resources.  
 
Produced by Anar Khamzayeva, Ph.D., Senior Institutional Research Analyst. 
 
If you would like further information on anything contained in the Fact Book please contact: Anar 
a.khamzayeva@aur.edu  +39 0658330919  
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1. THE UNIVERSITY 
1.1.History 

AUR, founded in 1969 as an institution for study-abroad students, was incorporated in the District 
of Columbia in 1970. It was licensed by the Education Licensure Commission of the District of 
Columbia in 1986 to offer Bachelor and Associate Degrees and graduated its first class in 1987. It 
is currently licensed by the Delaware Department of Education. AUR is the oldest degree-granting 
American university in Rome. It has been accredited by the Middle States Commission on Higher 
Education (MSCHE) since March 2010 and was previously accredited by the Accrediting Council 
for Independent Colleges and Schools (ACICS) from August 1992, until it voluntarily withdrew 
in June 2010. In Italy, AUR is registered as a legal entity with the Rome Tribunal and it is 
authorized to operate in Italy by the Ministry of Education, Universities and Research. 
 
The American University of Rome (AUR) is a small university of around 600 students, offering 
undergraduate and graduate degree programs of the highest quality. The university is the oldest 
American degree-granting institution in Rome, Italy. Since 1969 AUR has provided an American 
liberal arts and pre-professional education to students from across the globe, currently offering 10 
Bachelors and 3 MA degrees. Overlooking the historical center of Rome from atop the Janiculum 
Hill, AUR’s campus offers a safe and peaceful environment for learning and provides spectacular 
views of the city and surrounding hills. All programs (except Italian language classes) are taught 
in English.  
AUR is a first-choice university for students seeking an international learning experience through 
well-established programs and as a popular destination for study abroad students. AUR excels in 
international higher education and is long-time partner with renowned universities in the U.S. to 
provide a range of academically rigorous, locale-based programs that meet the needs and aspiration 
of study-abroad students. Our programs are carefully integrated with the students’ home 
institution’s programming for the optimal transferability of credits.   
Although global in its outlook, AUR is also firmly rooted in the local community, with strong links 
to Italian and European institutions. Its highly qualified faculty are active researchers with 
established or growing reputations and expert teachers using up-to-date pedagogies and 
instructional technologies to create the most effective learning environments.  
AUR’s academic programs are defined by their:  

• combination of theoretical understanding 
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1.2.Chronology 

1969  
The American University of Rome established  
1969-1977    
Founding President: David Colin 
8 Oct 1970  
Articles of Incorporation (Apostile No. 143612 24 June 2005)  
8 Oct 1970  
Certificate of Incorporation (Apostile No. 143612 24 June 2005)  
1977-1989 
President: John V. Falconieri                                
3 April 1986  
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AUR moves to new premises at Via Pietro Roselli 4  
1993-1995 
President: Amb. Alessandro Cortese de Bosis    
17-23 Feb 1996  
D.C. Licensure On-site Review  
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1-4 Dec 2009  
MSCHE Evaluation Visit  
March 2010  
MSCHE accreditation granted  
5 April 2010  
Delaware Department of Education Full Approval status extended to 31 December 2015  
20 April 2011  
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1 July 2020 
President Scott Sprenger  
March 16 2021 
B.A. in Communication and B.A. in Film and Digital Media name changes approved by 
Delaware Department of Education     
May 4 2021 
M.A. in Sustainable Cultural Heritage name change approved by Delaware Department of 
Education  
19 November 2021 
Delaware Department of Education Full Approval status extended to 31 December 2025.  
16 March 2023  
M.A. in Peace Studies name change approved by Delaware Department of Education 
 
                                                                       

1.3.Mission and Priorities 
 

Mission 
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2. THE ADMINISTRATION      
2.1. Organizational Chart 
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Robert J. Krapf, Esq.  
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Communication, BA Dr. Lorenzo Coretti  

English Writing, Literature and Publishing 

Film and Digital Media, BA 

Dr. Lisa Colletta 

Prof. Theron Patterson 

Fine Arts, BA Dr. Paul Gwynne (acting) 

Interdisciplinary Studies, BA Dr. Genevieve Gessert 

International Relations, BA Dr. Irene Caratelli 

Italian Studies, BA 

General Education 

Travel and Tourism Management, BS 

Dr. Catherine Ramsey Portolano 

Dr. Jenny Petrucci (acting) 

Prof. Anna Sasso 

Peace Studies, MA Dr. Antonio Marchesi 

Food Studies, MA Dr. Maria Grazia Quieti 

  Cultural Heritage, MA                 Dr. Valerie Higgins 
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3.2.Student demographics  

Note: *
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3.4.Retention and graduation rates 

 
 

 

Graduation Rates  
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4. DEGREES 
4.1. Degrees and Majors Offered  

Bachelor of Arts  
 Archaeology and Classics 
 Art History 
 Communication and Digital Media 

English Writing, Literature and Publishing 
 Film  
 Fine Arts 
 Interdisciplinary Studies 
 International Relations and Global Politics 
  
Bachelor of Science 
 

 

 Business Administration 
Travel and Tourism Management 
 

Associate of Arts  
 Liberal Studies 
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Associate of Applied 
Arts 

 

 International Business 
Master of Arts  

Food Studies 
 Peace Studies and Conflict Resolution 

Cultural Heritage 
 

4.2. Degrees Conferred 
 DEGREES CONFERRED 

Program 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/2022 2022/2023 
Archaeology & Classics 2 8 3 3 4 5 3 
Art History 1 3 0 2 2 3 2 
Bus. Admin. 15 10 9 22 13 8 14 
Communication 7 2 7 8 8 2 4 
English Writing, Literature and Pub.   4 2 2 7 5 
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4.3. Graduates Post Graduation 

AUR assesses employment and graduate school outcomes of its undergraduates and Master students by 
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5. FACULTY DEMOGRAPHICS  

HIGHEST DEGREE 
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7. FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
7.1.Tuition and fees 

2023-2024 Euros US Dollars 

Tuition Full Time (per semester) €    10,500   $     13,700  

Tuition Part Time per semester (3 credits) €     2,625  $      3,425  

Housing €     4,000   $      5,000  

Masters Tuition (full program) €     21,000  $     27,400  

7.2. Financial aid (2020-2023) 

 Fall 2020 Spring 
2021 

Fall 2021 Spring 
2022 

Fall 2022 Spring 
2023 

Fall 2023 
 

# % # % # %   # % # % # % 
Federal 

Financial 
Aid 

57 25.4% 58 29% 78 32% 83 35% 84 29% 77 29% 93 30% 

Reported 
Financial 
Default 

Rate 

 5.7%  5.7% 8.6%  8.6% 
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11. CAMPUS FACILITIES 

 

Campus size sqm 4242.47/ 45.649 sqft    (covered sqm 3860 sqft) 
Administrative offices 19 

Faculty areas and offices 15 
Classrooms 15 

Laboratories 5 
Library 1 

Common and recreational internal 
areas 

4 

Terraces and gardens (3 terraces and 3 gardens) 7 
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