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ABOUT THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF ROME

Mission Statement

The American University of Rome prepares students to live and work across cultures as skilled
and knowledgeable citizens of an interconnected and rapidly changing world. AUR is a private,
independent, not-for-proft institution of higher education, primarily offering undergraduate and
graduate liberal arts and professional programs to degree and study abroad students from around
the world. Taking the best of the American approach to interdisciplinary, student-centered learn-
ing, our international faculty and staff use Rome as our classroom and Italy and Europe as invalu-
able resources. AUR’s innovative programs promote intellectual excellence, personal growth and
an appreciation of cultural diversity in an international environment.

Goals

The goals of The American University of Rome emanate from its culture of assessment and con-
tinuous improvement as it strives to be known as a leader among American international universi-
ties outside of the United States.

Primary among its goals is the quality of its liberal arts and professional academic programs,
taught by a highly qualifed international faculty and supported by advanced learning resources
and technology so that student learning will reach the highest levels of excellence.

Enrollment and development plans seek to match an increasingly diverse student body to its car-
ing, student-centered environment that broadens perspectives and enables communication across
cultures through the curriculum, faculty scholarship, co-curricular activities and campus life.

The University uses the cultural, social and experiential opportunities of Rome, Italy and Europe
as resources for its growing range of programs.

The American University of Rome is a small internationally recognized liberal arts college, of-
fering undergraduate and graduate degree programs of the highest quality to students from all
over the world. It is a frst choice university for degree students seeking an international learning
experience through well-established programs a destination for study abroad students.

AUR excels in international higher education working with renowned education institutions in
the U.S. to provide a range of exciting and challenging programs that meet the needs of study
abroad students and are fully integrated with their home programs.

Embodying a global breadth of vision in its work, The American University of Rome is frmly
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WELCOME TO THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF ROME

The American University of Rome is committed to excellence in education and the promotion of
cross-cultural exchange. AUR is dedicated to encouraging academic achievement in its students
and offers a curriculum designed to complement our high academic standards and ensure an ac-
tive learning environment with a low student/faculty ratio.

Founded in 1969, The American University of Rome is the oldest degree-granting American
university in Rome. AUR is a coeducational, accredited university which offers undergraduate
degrees in ten disciplines.

The AUR Curriculum
The American University of Rome offers a unique interdisciplinary curriculum that this offered
through four divisions in the undergraduate program:

Division of Arts and Humanities

e Archaeology and Classics

e Art History

e Fine Arts

e Liberal Studies (Associate Degree)

Division Communication, English, and Media
e Communication and Digital Media

e English Writing, Literature, and Publishing
e Film

Division of International Relations, Business Studies, and Social Science
International Relations and Global Politics

Business Administration

Travel and Tourism Management

International Business (Associate Degree)

Division of General Education

e Math and Science

e Interdisciplinary Studies

e [talian Studies and Modern Languages
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The AUR Logo

The American University of Rome’s shield and logo is derived from the design of the distinctive pav-
ing pattern of Michelangelo’s Piazza del Campidoglio on the Capitoline Hill in Rome. Its twelve-
pointed geometry has a multitude of meanings, primary among them in this context the radiant
role of Rome as the center of the world, the Caput Mundi, as the ancients fashioned it and as the
Renaissance revived the concept. [James Ackerman, The Architecture of Michelangelo (1986), 166-
70] Located prominently in the center the open book, a common university motif and symbol of
knowledge, is inscribed with the University’s year of founding, 1969 in Roman numerals. The book
is encircled by AUR’s motto “Inter Gentes Trans Orbem” (between people across the world) and in
more detailed versions is shadowed by the architectural layout of the Colosseum. Together with the
University’s acronym the shield suggests AUR’s place in Rome, a symbol of the millennial traditions
of art, politics, science and culture that are the basis of the liberal education.

The Alumni of The American University of Rome

The Alumni of The American University of Rome are a worldwide network of professionals who
all share AUR as their common denominator.

The aim of the Offce of Alumni Relations (AR Offce) is to maintain and facilitate contact
among Alumni, inform Alums about the University and its initiatives, organize events to facilitate
networking and relationships, showcase the successes of Alumni and most importantly, connect
(and re-connect them). With a frm belief that our strength is our community, the AR Offce
works with Development in the advancement of the University, both through fundraising as well
as volunteering opportunities.

The Alumni Council

Consisting entirely of active alumni, the Council aims to support the university’s continued
growth and development, in addition to promoting alumni fellowship and philanthropy. The
Alumni Council was offcially launched in May 2018 with 10 members with varying backgrounds
and of different graduation years. In September 2021, the Alumni Council will start its second
term of activity with a renewed group of active alumni.

Alumni Awards for Distinguished Service

Once a year, during the annual Alumni Reunion, outstanding Alumni are honored with awards
named after the tree founders of AUR: David T. Colin, Giorgio A. Tesoro and Lisa Sergio. The
David T. Colin Award for Distinguished Service is presented annually to an Alumnus/a who has
shown continuing dedication to AUR and its community. The Giorgio A. Tesoro Award for Dis-
tinguished Service by an Italian Alumnus/a was launched in 2019 and will be presented annually
to an Italian Alumnus/a who has excelled personally and professionally and who has advocated
for cultural exchange. The Lisa Sergio Alumnae Award for Distinguished Service was launched in
2019 and will be presented annually to an Alumna who has excelled professionally and made an
impact in their felds and beyond. (Events and awards have been suspended in the last years due
to the global COVID-19 pandemic. The AR offce hopes to reinstate these activities as soon as
possible).
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FACILITIES AND ACADEMIC RESOURCES

The University is located in a prestigious, residential area of Rome, on the crest of the Janiculum,
Rome’s highest hill, just a few minutes’ walk from the historical Trastevere district.

A computer lab, a student lounge and administrative offces are located in a four-story villa.
Adjacent to the villa, a fve-story building houses, classrooms, faculty offces a science lab, a com-
puter classroom, and tutoring centers. The terrace atop the building offers a breath-taking view
of Rome. A separate two-story villa, adjacent to the main campus, houses the University library.
Other campus facilities include an Auriana auditorium, the art studio, a multimedia lab and fac-
ultyand administrative offces, all walking distance from each other.

The University is located close to the renowned American Academy in Rome, opposite the beauti-
ful Villa Sciarra gardens and close to the stunning Villa Doria Pamphili park. The ancient Roman
road of Via Aurelia Antica, the Porta San Pancrazio and the seventeenth century barogue fountain
Aqua Paola are close by.

The neighborhood surrounding AUR offers a full range of amenities including restaurants, shops,
cafes and an outdoor market. SeverriuA and an4400461fivers
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book allowing students to monitor their course progress. An overview of the LMS is given to
degree seeking students and to new faculty during their IT orientation. Additional training is
available by request. The LMS is accessible through MyAUR. Course homepages will appear
under the link “my courses” before the start of classes. LMS resources and video tutorials for
students and faculty are available from the Helpdesk tab in MyAUR. (Requires login).
MyAUR: MyAUR is the AUR community portal. Students have access to their academic
information including course registrations, degree program information, online advising ca-
pabilities, unoffcial transcripts, online registration and online add and drop. Faculty have
access to their course teaching schedule, classroom assignments and downloadable academic
forms policies. Alumni have access to their unoffcial transcript and extra alumni features. In
addition, MyAUR provides users with up-to-date announcements, campus events informa-
tion, academic calendars and an online course/syllabus search engine.

Printing/copying cards: academic printing and copying is available from different locations
on campus. Copiers/printers are available for faculty and students to use in the Building A
computer lab, the Evan’s hall library and the faculty lounge. All copiers/printers are con-
nected to a print management system and can be accessed by swiping your AUR security
badge. Further information can be found on the boards above each copier/printer or on the
Helpdesk tab of MyAUR (requires login).

Training Program: the Offce of Computer Services works closely with the Teaching and
Learning Centre (TLC) to offer faculty and students workshops and training on the various
information and technology services at AUR. Most faculty training is conducted through the
Faculty development program offered regularly throughout the semester. Department train-
ing is also available and coordinated with the Program Director.

Wi-Fi: Wi-Fi is available from any location on campus including classrooms, the Evan’s Hall
library, the main offce building, Auriana Auditorium, the Masina building and outdoor
locations such as garden and terraces. A single SSID gives users seamless access to Wi-Fi on
campus.
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STUDENT LIFE

Student Life Offce

The Student Life Offce is the heart of student life at The American University of Rome. Our
offce strives to complement the academic mission of the University by providing and supporting
opportunities for learning through extra-curricular activities. The activities and facilities of the
Student Life Offce promote students’ personal growth, leadership development, social responsi-
bility, multicultural awareness and intellectual inquiry. The Student Life Offce staff is committed
to providing superb service in an engaging environment to entice student participation in formal
and informal activities. The Student Life Offce assists students with non-academic issues, encour-
ages their participation in Italian culture and daily life and supports their social life both on and
off campus. It plays an active role in bringing a wide variety of events and activities to students.

Health and Well-Being Resources
The American University of Rome is committed to promoting health and well-being, in a caring
and confdential manner, for all AUR students. The following resources are available:

Health Services — The Student Handbook provides detailed information on obtaining
the appropriate health care services in Italy. There is a doctor on campus, available by ap-
pointment and free of charge to students. The Student Life Offce also maintains a list of
English-speaking doctors and dentists that students may consult. In case of an emergency,
an ambulance will take the student to the nearest emergency room and if hospitalization is
necessary, patients will be placed in the hospital best equipped for the particular illness or
injury. If a student requests to be placed in a private hospital clinic, appropriate arrange-
ments can also be made. All students are required to pay in private hospitals and clinics and
are issued receipts for insurance reimbursement.

Mandatory Health Insurance — All students, whether part time or full time, must be cov-
ered by health and hospitalization insurance. Upon arrival in Italy, non-European Union
students with a visa and applying for a permesso di soggiorno (permit to stay for study
purposes) are required to obtain a health insurance policy. This policy must comply with
the requirements of the Republic of Italy for access to emergency public health care. The
University will provide relevant information and assistance to students to secure a health
insurance policy upon arrival at AUR. The Republic of Italy requires, at a minimum, a
health insurance policy. If you do not have a valid, international health insurance policy that
provides coverage during your stay in Italy you may purchase an Italian health insurance
policy through Eduservice.org which is a third party provider external to AUR. For further
information on visas and permits to stay, please see ‘Admission Requirements’ section of
this catalog.

Psychological Counseling — The American University of Rome provides its students with
free, confdential psychological services. Certifed counselor give routine, non-medical
counseling to students by appointment. Detailed information on this service can be found
in the Student Handbook and on appropriate bulletin boards on campus. A psychiatrist is
also available by appointment and free of charge to students for prescribing and monitor-
ing medications. Medications commonly used in the U.S. for ADHD/ADD treatment are
not available in Italy. Students should hand carry enough medications for their entire stay
together with their doctor’s prescription for the amount of medications being brought into
Italy. Both mailing and receiving shipments of stimulants is illegal; shipping these medica-
tions from the U.S. to Italy can be charged as a criminal offense.
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Safety and Security — Emergency phone numbers are located in the Student Handbook,
posted in all AUR Student Housing apartments, and a card with all emergency numbers is
provided to students upon arrival. If an emergency situation occurs it is critical that the ap-
propriate emergency services be contacted frst. In the event of a true emergency after-hours,
AUR maintains an emergency number printed in the Student Handbook and answered by
a University offcial.

In the event of student illness or injury, depending on gravity, the frst action is to call
emergency services (112) or proceed to the appropriate medical center. The staff on duty
manning the emergency phone will be available if further assistance is needed. In such an
event, an AUR staff member will advise the home university and/or the study abroad offce.
Within legal constraints, parents, guardians and the emergency contact will be contacted.
Additional assistance is provided in the event of a medical evacuation. For non-emergency
situations the Student Life Offce can be consulted during normal business hours.

Money and Banking

Students should plan to have access to enough money for meals, beverages and snacks, trips, sight-
seeing, restaurants, theaters, concerts, flms, art galleries, souvenirs and local transportation. An
estimated cost of attendance and living budget can be found on the website. ATM machines are
widely available in Rome and most Italian cities. Money can be exchanged into Euros at Currency
Exchange Offces in the city center. Many hotels, stores and restaurants accept credit cards. The
University cannot cash or guarantee personal checks. Students can open a bank account in Italy
only after receiving an offcial permit to stay.

Housing

Students may elect for The American University of Rome to arrange housing on their behalf
or may choose to make their own housing arrangements in private apartments. The American
University of Rome takes great pride in providing students with safe, comfortable living environ-
ments. All students opting for university housing are provided with fully furnished apartments
in areas surrounding the campus for a “full immersion” cultural experience. Each apartment is
typically shared by 5 or 6 students and includes the following amenities: PC computer, Wi-Fi,
land-line phone, linens, towels, washing machine and a fully equipped kitchen.

Student Government

The American University of Rome Student Government (AURSG) is elected to represent the
student body. It is a great way for students to contribute actively to the growth and development
of the University. Student Government representatives participate in regular meetings with the
administration and faculty and serve on the Curriculum, Library and Academic Fairness commit-
tees. Only students in good academic standing are eligible to hold offce in the student government.

Student Conduct

The American University of Rome, as a university dedicated to promoting the intellectual and
social growth of its students, obliges students to respect one another and behave in a decorous
manner both inside and outside the University. The President of the University has the authority
to discipline or to dismiss any student who is in violation of the laws of the Republic of Italy or
whose conduct violates the rules and regulations of the University. Detailed information on the
student code of conduct and other relevant policies, can be found in the Student Handbook.

Athletic Facilities

In an ongoing effort to provide opportunities to keep (or get!) ft, AUR has an agreement with a
local gym (palestra) for students to use its facilities. For full time AUR degree-seeking and English
Language Program students, AUR provides free gym membership. For all other students in atten-
dance at AUR, Student Life has obtained a special discounted price for each academic semester;
interested students should pay and enroll directly at the gym.
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Athletic Programs

The American University of Rome is a founding member of both the male and female Universi-
ties of Rome Soccer, Basketball and Volleyball Leagues. For a full list of other sports activities
offered at AUR, please see the AUR website - Student Life page.

EXCURSION OPPORTUNITIES

The American University of Rome, located in the heart of Italy and well-connected to the rest of
Europe, supports a program of learning excursions as an essential activity of its academic life. Ex-
cursion destinations, costs and applicable academic credit, if any, vary each semester and current
publications should be consulted for semester specifc information. Excursions can be categorized
as either ‘Learning Italy Excursions’ or ‘Academic Program Excursions’.

A. Learning Italy Excursions

This type of excursion, organized by the Student Life Offce, is designed to introduce the new-
comer to Italy to the people, art, history, language, landscape and culture of the Italian peninsula.
Each excursion also caters for students already well acquainted with Italian language, culture and
history by offering an in depth view and unique perspective associated with each destination and
itinerary. These excursions are designed for students from any academic background. Excursions
generally vary from one to three days.

Packaged Field Trips

Packaged Field Trips are Learning Italy Excursions for which the university arranges most aspects
of the trip such as transport, lodgings, meals, museum entry fees, etc. AUR staff accompany the
students on each excursion. Sample excursions are described below.

Tuscany Field Trip

This Student Life weekend trip will take you to the fabled towns of Tuscany: Pisa, Florence,
Trequanda and Montecatini. From the world famous tower of Pisa, to the highly sophisti-
cated medieval city of Florence, to the beautiful landscapes of Trequanda (our wine tasting
destination). There are cathedrals, city palaces, intimate town squares and breathtaking land-
scape views. This is the best way for you to become the most “cultivated” traveler and lover
of the best of Italy. The Student Life department provides you a chance to visit some of the
historical and artistic treasures of these selected cities of Tuscany. There will also be leisure
time for wandering, shopping, individual discovery and relaxation.

Capri, Sorrento and Pompeii Field Trip

A trip to the beautiful Isle of Capri with a tour of the excavations at Pompeii and a tour of
Naples, as well as overnight stays in the town of Sorrento.

Capri: magnifcent coastal walks, fower-strewn mountain slopes and, of course, the shim-
mering blue Mediterranean sea with its natural wonders which include the magical Blue
Grotto and Faraglione.

Pompeii: buried under ash and pumice and lost for over 1500 years, this Roman city frozen
in time was rediscovered 4 centuries ago. Today this UNESCO World Heritage site offers
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Assisi Day Trip

This Student Life day excursion will take you to the beautiful town of Assisi: it represents
an ensemble of masterpieces of human creative genius, such as the Basilica of San Francesco,
which have made it a fundamental reference for art history in Europe and in the world. The
interchange of artistic and spiritual message of the Franciscan Order has signifcantly contrib-
uted to developments in art and architecture in the world.The Student Life Offce provides
you a chance to visit the main historical and artistic treasures of Assisi. There will also be
leisure time for wandering, individual discovery and relaxation.

B. Academic Program Excursions

Business Field Study Trips

The Business Studies Program offers an array of feld trips, some associated with specifc courses,

and others open to all students. The outings vary each semester, depending on the courses and the

professors organizing them; recent efforts sure to be repeated include:

e Day trip the Castelli Romani area to explore the unique food and wine products typical of
thisregion;

e Day trip to the Region of Umbria to learn about the production of olive oil, Deruta ceramics
and wine;

e Overnight trip to Modena to tour the Ferrari and Maserati Museums and visit a leading or-

ganic producer of Parmigiano Reggiano, in collaboration with the AUR Business Club;

Visit to the iconic new headquarters of Fendi in EUR;

Visits with Members of the Italian Parliament and Tour of Parliament;

Visit with a leading chef and entrepreneur;

Day trip to Castel Romano Designer Outlet to learn about the marketing and distribution of

luxury products;

e Visit to the Terme dei Papi spa in Viterbo, interesting example of public and private entre-
preneurship working in synergy to promote one of Italy’s oldest and most successful areas in
tourism;

e And an array of behind-the-scenes visits with managers of local companies and NGOs, in-
cluding organizations operating in the food, tourism and hotel sectors.

In addition, the Capstone cohort (seniors) takes a three-day feld trip to explore the business and
economic environment of a region of Italy, and enjoy teambuilding exercises.

Communication Day Trips

Different courses in the Program of Communication offer students the opportunity to visit a
variety of media production sites and events in and around Rome, including the Cinecitta Film
Studios, various newspapers such as La Repubblica, Il Messaggero, and Il Fatto Quotidiano,
ANSA news agency, the Rome offces of the Associated Press, the RAI studios, the Journalism
Festival in Perugia, TEDxRome, etc. Students get to meet with the professionals who manage and
work at these various media outlets, and see what the job really entails.

International Relations and Global Politics Field Study Trips

The International Relations and Global Politics Program organizes Field Study Trips to expose
students to: relevant countries facing specifc challenges (e.g. Greece after the economic crisis);
signifcant institutions (e.g. the World Trade Organization in Geneva); and actors (e.g. OPEC
in Vienna) to take students beyond class-room lectures adding the case study component to the
theoretical elements. The IR Program feld trips change depending on the semester:
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e International Organizations (10s): students have the possibility to

participate in a three day Field Study Trip to a city, within the European Union, where major
International Organizations are hosted. Each year the city rotates to cover the most important
ones — i.e. Brussels, Vienna, Geneva, and Paris. The purpose of the Field Trip is to expose
students to the goals and aims of these Organizations, arrange meetings and interviews, both
with people working in these institutions, and with those revising the impact and work of
these institutions to give a complete picture of 1Os’ function and role.

» Case Studies: students have the possibility to participate in a three-day Field Study Trip to a

city/region relevant in current international relations, e.g. Nationalism, Separatism, Confict
resolution, International Intervention. In the last years the Spring Field Study Trips were or-
ganized in: Kosovo, Montenegro, Northern Ireland, the Basque Country, Catalonia. Greece
and Nothern Ireland.

Half/One day visit: During the whole academic year, courses may take advantage of the nu-
merous opportunities offered in the city (or close to it) to organize half/one day visits, e.g.
to International Organization (e.g. the Food and Agricultural Organization, FAO, and the
World Food Program, WFP); to Italian Institutions (e.g. Parliament); to non-governmental
organizations.

Model United Nations: During the Spring Semester students have the possibility to participate nts 410
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business programs in America, and to prepare for the rigors of graduate school. Interested
students must be nominated and interviewed for the limited number of place available.
Past participants include Communication and Digital Media, Film, International Relations
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Title 1V Satisfactory Academic Progress

Federal regulations (CFR 668.34) require institutions of higher education to establish, publish, and
regularly apply standards of Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) for Federal Student Aid (Title
IV) eligibility.

According to federal regulations (CFR 668.34), students must maintain Satisfactory Academic
Progress (SAP) in order to be eligible for any Federal Student Aid (Title 1V). All students must
meet the following minimum standards of academic achievement and successful course completion
to maintain their Title IV eligibility. The student’s progress will be evaluated at the end of every
semester (including summer and winter sessions). Please note that these criteria do not replace the
University’s set of policies regarding Satisfactory Academic Progress, but they do apply to students
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5th and lasted 70 days. Romulus has attended 16 days and has therefore earned 23 percent of his
fnancial aid (16 days divided by 70 days equals 23 percent).

Romulus received in aid:

$500 Unsubsidized Federal Direct Stafford Loans
$4500 Subsidized Federal Direct Stafford Loans
$5000 Total aid received

1. The amount of aid earned is 23% x $5000 = $1150.

2. The amount of unearned aid is: $5000 - $1150 = $3850.

3. Romulus was charged $1250 in tuition and $1000 in housing. Percentage of his unearned aid is:
100% - 23% = 77%. Therefore, $2250 x 77% = $1732.50.

4. The amount Romulus must return is the lesser amount of steps 2 and 3; therefore in this case it
is $1732.50.

5. Going by the order of funds to be returned, Romulus would return frst unsubsidized loans, and
then subsidized, and Fnally Parent PLUS loans, until the total $1732.50 has been repaid.

Unsubsidized Federal Direct Stafford Loans: $500 - $500 = $0
Subsidized Federal Direct Stafford Loans: $4500 - $1232.50 = $3267.50

Total Returned $1732.50
The total returned is the amount that will be billed to Romulus’s student account from his aid.

Refund Policy for Financial Aid Students

For any Title IV aid recipient terminating his or her program of study after entering the institu-
tion and before completing at least 60% of the payment period, the statutory Return of Title IV
Fund policy will be implemented. This policy will calculate the amount of fnancial aid funds
earned by the stude